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THE PEACE RIVER DISTRICT 


The Peace River District of Canada has been for many years the subject 
of much interest and speculation. Alluring tales from adventurous pioneers of 
its wonderful resources, its charming climate and varying scenery, had long since 
lent to the district that charm of romance which distance and uncertainty blend 
with glowing promises. Now the land so long famed by legend and mystery is 
being proved a reality. Modern transportation has brought the district to our 
doors, and our keen searching trials and tests are proving it to be all and more 
than it was represented to be. The tales were not myths; the truth was not 
half told, and every day added treasures of the district are being unfolded to 
our eyes. 

This district, the drainage basin of the Peace river, lies in the northern 
parts of the provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. It extends approxi- 
mately from latitude 54° to 59° north and from longitude 112° to 125° east, and 
is a part of the great Mackenzie River drainage basin. Falling away from the 
Rocky mountains, it embraces a part of their eastern slope, and sweeps east- 
ward and northward over a huge plateau extending to Lake Athabaska and the 
Athabaska and Slave rivers. 

The area of the Peace River drainage basin is over one hundred and 
fifteen thousand square miles, as shown in the following table:— 


TABLE of Areas—Peace River District. 








Province. Square Miles Acres 
(Approx.) (Approx.) 
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Of this vast area, the greater part falling within the province of Alberta, 
especially the territory lying immediately to either side of Peace river, is proving 
suitable agricultural land, either for mixed farming or ranching. To this must 
be added a block of three and a half million acres known as ‘‘ The Peace River 
Block,’’ lying within the province of British Columbia and adjacent to Alberta. 
The balance of the British Columbia area, while containing much valuable 
agricultural land in various valleys, is principally a mountainous region. With 
those portions of the Alberta area lying at the headwaters of the various tribu- 
taries of the main river it forms a vast area of mineral and ae resources, 
the extent of which is only beginning to be realized. 
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The Peace River 


The Peace river itself, beautiful and majestic, has its origin in these eastern 
slopes of the Rockies of northern British Columbia. It flows through mountain 
canyons and broad prairies for some eight hundred miles till its waters are 
joined by those of the mighty Athabaska, to sweep northward to Great Slave 
lake. This huge lake, a veritable inland ocean, feeds the Great Mackenzie 
river, which flows northward a thousand miles and drains an area of over half 
a million square miles. 

Two large mountain rivers, the Finlay and the Parsnip, the one flowing 
southerly, the other northerly, unite their waters at Finlay Forks at the foot 
of mount Selwyn, towering 3,000 feet above them, and the larger river thus 
formed by their confluence is known as the ‘ Peace.’”’ From this inspiring 
source, with an initial width of 300 feet, the Peace runs in an easterly direction 
through the mountains and foothills to burst forth at Hudson Hope, on the 
upper limit of the Peace River block, into the vast plateaus it drains. 

Below Hudson Hope it widens out and flows with a uniform current 
through a valley cut deep across the surrounding plains. Fort St. John, British 
Columbia, is on its left limit in the Peace River block. Dunvegan is also on 
its left bank, in Alberta, and here is located a ferry where the old wagon road 


from Edmonton crossed to continue to lake Saskatoon. Finlay Forks, Hudson’ 


Hope, Fort St. John, and Dunvegan are still practically trading posts, but little 
changed from early days. But sixty miles farther down stream, the old ‘Peace 
River Landing,” or ‘“‘ Peace River Crossing,’’ has given way to the new thriving 
town of Peace River, now linked with steel to Edmonton and the “ outside.” 

This point on the river was formerly reached from Edmonton by a two or 
three weeks’ trying stage journey over a trail that spelt discomfort and hardship 
at every turn, whereas now one can travel by rail with all the comforts of dining 
and sleeping cars in twenty-six hours over practically the same route. From 
here modern steamboats ply up and down the river, a ferry crosses it, and a 
giant steel bridge is now being built to span it, to allow the rails to push farther 
west and north. 

From ‘“‘ The Crossing,” as this town is locally known, the river’s course is 
almost due north some two hundred and fifty miles to the old historic trading 
post of Fort Vermilion, where another ferry has recently been provided; thence 
easterly again to the rapids and falls of Vermilion chutes. Navigation is here 
interrupted again. Below the chutes the river winds northeasterly till it is 
joined near the northwest end of lake Athabaska by the waters of this lake 
and the Athabaska river. From the confluence of these great waters the large 
river formed takes a new name, the ‘‘ Slave,’’ and the Peace loses its identity 
in the union. The Slave flows northerly to Slave lake, broken once by a series 
of rapids from Fitzgerald to Fort Smith, on the northerly boundary of Alberta. 

It will be seen that the Peace is divided into three great sections. Above 
Hudson Hope it is navigable from the head of Rocky Mountain Canyon to 
Finlay Forks. Navigation also extends ninety miles additional up the Finlay 


ee - 


ee ee a ee 


The Peace River. 9 


and some distance up the Parsnip. From Hudson Hope to Vermilion chutes 
large steamers ply regularly during the open season. Below the chutes the 
river is navigable to its mouth, from where navigation extends down the Slave 
as far as Fitzgerald, also on lake Athabaska and up the Athabaska river as far 
as Fort McMurray. 

As shown in the following table, the Peace itself is some eight hundred 
miles in length. It varies in width from three hundred feet at its head to a 
mile and a half at the chutes. 


TABLE of Distances*—Peace River. 

















Sections. From bo Miles 
(Approx. ) 

Weer et ooh es ns ae: Head (Finlay Forks) |Hudson Hope........ 83 

TELS NO So SE a ee ee ee eee Eludgonsopé ven wets o Hor Stajonn... Sl 

SS Se So eee POLeoum Onn... .|B.C.-Alberta Boundary 34 

Sy AST LE Na a a ee Bice -Alberta Boundary Dunveran te tet ares* 83 

eR i Ma ee ag es Si sO ele BO uti Vema nae cia cee). Peace River (Crossing) 61 
Chon! od eae a a nea ee ae are Peace River (Crossing)}| Mouth of Notikewin 

(Battle River)...... 96 

Ne RAG AORN Ag ako faw. Mouth of Notikewin. .|Carcajou Point:...... 59 

:jalice po oh RA Cans a ee Caren (Ouse Omer, HOCt) V Cl iliOtaa ge 4 93 

ey spheecied a sy nel ane aN aig ea ne ed AD Fort Vermilion.........|Vermilion Chutes... .. 50 

SWNT, (ye be ik ob LG Sole Aaa le a a Vermilion Chutes.....|Mouth (Slave River). . 188 

opal .c scp om ae 798 

















*Topographical Surveys Branch, Dept. Interior, Ottawa. 


Glimates 


The climate of the Peace River District is excellent, and remarkably moder- 
ate considering the latitude. The air is pure and bracing: in winter clear 
and crisp, and in summer dry and balmy. Extremes of temperature, sudden 
changes, and severe storms are very rare. The winters are by no means mild, 
but are very dry, with clear skies, little snowfall, and few winds. Blizzards are 
unknown, but the mild Chinook winds occasionally sweep through the mountain 
passes from the warm Pacific, giving pleasing respites of balmy days to, break 
the monotony of a steady cold. Spring comes early and quickly; the snow 
soon disappears, and the ground is dry in a few days. Ice on the lakes and 
rivers breaks up during the latter part of April or early in May. Seeding usually 
begins early in April, sometimes in March, and at Fort Vermilion about the 
first of May. Most of the rainfall occurs in June and July. The average 
precipitation tor the full year is about twelve or thirteen inches. 

The summers are remarkable for their long days and short nights. For 
three months there is almost continual light, the nights being merely a couple 
of hours semi-darkness, except when the sky is overcast. The days are 
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warm, but the heat is not sultry or murky. The nights are cool and conducive 
to rest. Summer frosts, hail-storms, or fierce winds are very rare. These are 
the growing days when vegetation makes its remarkable progress to compensate 
for a short season. The long, cool evenings are especially pleasing after the 
day’s heat. . 

Harvest commences about the middle of August. September is an es- 
pecially pleasant month. The days are still warm, but the nights grow colder 
and the flies disappear. Life in the woods is at its best during this month. 
October brings heavier frosts, and the ice forms late in this month or early in 
November. Winter can usually be expected early in November, though mild 
weather until Christmas is not uncommon. 

The rigours of the climate need not be feared, but houses should be sub- 
stantially built to withstand the cold spells. Warmly clad, a person enjoys 
the out-of-door life at any time during the winter. Taken the year round, the 
climate is healthy and pleasant, and conducive to active and vigorous outdoor 
life. 

The following tables, taken from official meteorological records, give some 
interesting information obtained at different points throughout the district :— 


TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Fort Vermilion. 
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*Meteorological Service of Canada. 


Climate. iN 
TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Fort Vermilion and Grande Prairie. 







































































1916 Fort Grande Prairie. 
~ Vermilion. 
Average Precipit- Average Precipit- 
Month. Tempera- ation in Tempera- ation in 
ture. inches. ture. inches. 
(VOUINOEAG US Coe St awk 98 oie ae Lae ae ee eae 0-40 —15° 1-20 
ECUDISU EM ies pa i hcoe Oro eee en — 1 0-03 16 0-30 
SUPE, ol eT 9 Na 8 8 a 2 1-00 17 1-23 
ebay or f.bees ah 885 Gals Vid be = De 36 0-09 40 134 
Noles 0 Rese te Ake a 48 0-60 48 0-22 
Hat ETE sous Ws 9 Sipe A eee et ge ee a 59 2-05 57 0-41 
iD ee mere (asec PIAS DS AR Rohl wads 58 4-04 56 3-98 
RNA mmr ree has Wre Sas ai, Gin ony 54 0-42 56 0-47 
Dente DCere ott Se chavs ne Fae ett es 46 1-56 49 0-52 
PreLODet wan trek. oo EOL REISER 32 0-98 41 0-56 
COSTS a oop ee eo ee eee Ree ial 0-28 26 0-20 
eres er ci ee, ey rea eens hae ee —15 0-80 6 1-50 
NOS OUNOY Ge ew PRS? CA rea oe en a WPS as Total 11-90 
*Meteorological Service of Canada. 
TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Sunshine at Fort Vermilion. 
1915-16 No. of days} No. of days Total Average 
a with without hours sunshine 
Months. sunshine. sunshine. sunshine. per day. 
JSG OTE or ths aM Se Eee ee eee 28 2 TAS, 7-43 
ES ea SER MT AL Tn Bt ee 25 6 254-0 8-19 
TOUTES WAR ete Aca dSes ee ee ee ee 30 0 hel ee 11-90 
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BY Sec Sanat) oes emotes ys cee OO Se ee ii 14 60-5 1-95 
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Meobatalyien ees te oe oeetnet ee 2 | 2 161-2 5-55 
Rte eres es ae ee ah gh a3 8 L565 5-04 


*Meteorological Service of Canada. 
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Soil 


The soil of the greater part of the district is especially suitable to the grow- 
ing of grains, grasses, and vegetables. The valleys of the upper sections are very 
rich in river silt and black and sandy clay loams. Clay, sandy clay, and black 
loam, with a subsoil of the same, are the prevailing soils of the entire district. 
Occasional sand ridges, usually covered with jack pine, are found, but these 
comprise a very small percentage of the area. Some good land is covered with 
light muskeg or is marshy, but much of this can be easily drained. The usual 
run of soil is free from alkali, and well adapted to growing wheat. The district, 
generally speaking, is level or slightly rolling. 

Very little gravelly land occurs, and field stones and small boulders are 
found only in restricted areas, and even there in small numbers. Generally 
speaking, the entire district is exceedingly fertile, the percentage oi barren land 
being practically nothing. The district is well watered by numerous rivers 
and streams of pure water. Where homesteads have no stream, good water 
is obtained by digging or boring wells. The Fort Vermilion district is especially 
favoured in this respect, water being found at depths from 18 to 40 feet. In 
other districts it is sometimes necessary to go as deep as 60 feet, but failure to 
get water at this depth is unknown. Good flows are usually found at 20 to 
30 feet. 

Richly productive and easy to till, the soil of this district is inviting to the 
farmer and gardener. Bountiful yields, with a minimum of labour, tend to 
encourage the increase of production and maintain the quality of produce. 

The lover of flowers or kitchen gardens is richly repaid for a few minutes 
spent in planting and caring for the house garden. Flowers and vegetables 
grow with a wonderful energy, and spread cheer and profit alike. 

*The following is an analysis of a sample of soil taken from the prairies 
of Pouce Coupé :— 


Mooisturésd sells .\s aca eee ete Re A eae ere ene ANG ois Rei ee eee oe 2-80 per cent. 
Loss, by ignition: Ae lee aap ements) haeagg fees see: eee tae 8-20 _y 
Insoluble sc hyd eae Ae aa ata eee it ane. 275 oe ye ct tne a he, Uae ar 77-61 “ 
OIE! OF ALOT is se sccetied aie hie ae ee AN re eek) cia ae Be 3-50 fe 
PNT hese tt eee mnt tate We Bee Fy 07 CCMA, A meer cn oy NETS 255 5-70 4 
Dra es saw si lcs hoes cs Be Ren pe ERIS ea isc aes a ea 0-60 % 
Potashec su. Te. 2s ae eee ees dn | Ss ee ae a 0-81 * 
Phosmhioric- Acid 5 op 4). Pate crete ae eres ee eal 5 nad ea 0-20 a 
INILVOR ETL. 3 ROE <a eee ten ree oh 2 nen 0-44 e 
AM ada sod fe 0. li RU BG 0 tre ea etre >, lea nem None. 


*Dept. of Lands, Victoria, B.C. 
Timber 


Much has been written about the vast prairies and lightly wooded sections 
of the Peace River District. While these are extensive, the greater portion of 
the district, taking into account the mountain slopes and deep valleys of its 
outer bound, is thickly wooded with valuable timber. The principal varieties 
include fir in the mountains, spruce, pine, tamarack, birch, poplar, cottonwood, 





Photos by, FoHKrro,, Dies. 
Oat Field on Grande Prairie. 





Photo. by F. H. Kirro, D.L.S. 
Young Cattle on Summer Range at Saskatoon ake; 
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and willow. The upper reaches of the district, including the mountains and 
foothills, are especially well wooded, but timber of good dimension is found in 
all the valleys throughout the entire district. Many large islands occur at 
intervals along the Peace, and these are all thickly wooded with fine straight 
spruce. Valuable timber limits on the Wapiti are yet untouched. The North 
and South Pine rivers, the Smoky, the Whitemud, and the Notikewin (Battle) 
are well wooded; while farther east and north the Wabiskaw contains millions 
oi feet of untouched timber. At Fort Vermilion there are three saw-mills, with 
planing and shingle machines, and all building material required there is cut 
and manufactured locally. Peace River is well supplied with mills, and others 
are being installed throughout the district as required. 

With the continued settlement and opening up of the district, the lumbering 
industry will assume greater proportions. While the hard woods and more 
valuable specimens of softer woods are not generally found, the wealth of the 
forests is still very great. Spruce is extensively used for lumber. Other woods 
yield logs for building, fencing material, ties, mine timbers, and fuel. Much 
pulpwood is available. Extensive forests of beautiful white poplar also exist. 
Except on the open prairies, a sufficient supply of timber is found to meet all 
the requirements of the settler for many years. 


Mineral Deposits* 


*By CHARLES CAMSELL, B. Sc. 


Geological Survey of Canada. 


Prospecting for mineral deposits in the basin of Peace river has nowhere 
been of an intensive character, and by far the greater portion of the basin has 
never been visited by the prospector. Both metallic and non-metallic deposits 
are, however, known to occur in considerable quantities, the former in the 
region west of the Rocky mountains, namely, in the basins of Finlay and Omineca 
rivers, and the latter in the eastern slope of the Rockies and the region to the 
east ot them. 

The great rush of placer miners into the Caribou gold fields in 1860 led 
to the discovery of gold on the Parsnip river in 1861, and in the following year 
on the Finlay. Soon after this the famous Omineca fields were discovered, 
which, in their history, have yielded about one million dollars’ worth of gold. 
The easy rich diggings of this field were, however, exhausted in a few years, 
and the miners gradually pushed their way down stream, working bars on the 
Peace and its tributaries wherever they found pay rich enough to stand the 
high cost of mining. Bars were worked as far down as Hudson Hope and 
even to the mouth of Battle river, but the gold was found to become finer as 
distance from the mountains increased. Very fine gold has been carried as far 
down stream as Fort Vermilion, but the difficulty of recovering this is too great 
to make it worth while mining. Placer mining is still being carried on in the 
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upper waters of the Peace river, but the total production is comparatively 
small, and until transportation is provided that will allow the large-scale opera- 
tions of dredging or hydraulicking to be carried on, a larger yield is not to be 
expected. 

Gold quartz veins occur at mount Selwyn and on Omineca river, and large 
veins of silver-bearing galena have been known for many years near Manson. 
No actual lode mining has, however, yet been undertaken. 


Seams of coal are exposed in Rocky Mountain Canyon above Hudson Hope, 
and, though only two to three feet in thickness, are of excellent quality and 
higher grade than most of the Western Canadian coals. Coal measures also 
outcrop to the south on Pine river, and on the headwaters of Smoky river, and 
contain coals which have been classed as bituminous and, in one or two of the 
seams, as anthracite. The possible area of these fields, therefore, is large, and 
the quality of the coals indicate that this is one of the most important coal fields 
of Western Canada. Lower grade coal has been found lower down Peace river 
at the town of Peace River and on Red Willow river. 

Springs of natural gas and tar rising to the surface at several points in the 
valley of Peace river suggest that reservoirs of both these substances exist at 
depth in the rocks below. Drilling has been undertaken at two or three points 
to tap these reservoirs, and in a well near Peace river a heavy flow of gas was 
struck, at a little over 1,000 feet in depth. Some heavy oil was also obtained 
which, by pumping, would amount to a few barrels daily. 

Beds of gypsum, ten to fifty feet in thickness, are exposed on both banks of 
Peace river near Peace point for a distance of 15 miles, and it has been estimated 
that there are over 217,000,000 tons of this material adjacent to the river, much 
of it very favourably situated for mining. Salt is associated with the gypsum 
in the country north of Peace point, and some hopes have been entertained for 
the finding of potash in association with the salt and gypsum, as it is in certain 
parts of the world. 

While all the mineral deposits of the Peace River District are still in an 
undeveloped state, it has been fairly satisfactorily proved that there is a large 
amount of coal, gas, and gypsum, and the settlers of that district can be assured 
of an adequate supply of coal and gas for fuel and power, and of gypsum for 
building purposes, as soon as there is sufficient demand to warrant the develop- 
ment of these deposits. 


Two samples of coal from near Hudson Hope, and a sample of crude oil 
from the McArthur well near Peace river, were submitted to the Director of the 
Mines Branch, Department of Mines, for examination. The reports of analyses 
made by the Chief Engineering Chemist of the Division of Fuels and Fuel Test- 
ing of this branch are shown following :— 
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ha REPORT-OF ‘ANALYSIS. 


OTTAWA, January 7, 1918. 


SAMPLES of Coal collected beside tributary streams of Peace River, near Hudson Hope, B.C. 




















aM Ple TOA een. Aenea eee eee ae ee ‘““ Gethings ”’ ~ ATDOR 1 
Laboratory sampletnumben eee tue tt eee a 1212 1243 
Moisture condition of sample (see note)......... R. 13 Re Oe 
Approximate Analysis: 

Moistitce ha ene i, Saeed Gaya. % 1-6 15 

Ash ¥.33 Seen te oe BAe me, ICE Up 2-9 3-0 Jest Lan 

Volatile: matter" ee se aie ae eee Ye 25°41 255 20-5 20-8 

Fixed carbon (by difference)......... J, 70-4 (es 75-9 DT wk 
Fuel ratio, fixed carbon-volatile matter... ...... 2-80 2-80 3-70 3-70 
Coking propertiesa yuo ian ee meee es Forms fair coke. Barely agglomerates 
Remarks :— 


1212—From Gethings creek. 
1213—From Carbon river. 

Note.—Figures in column ‘‘ R”’ refer to fuel as received, and in column “‘ D ” to fuel dried at 
105° C. The analyses were made on the fuel as received, and other results calculated 
therefrom. 

E. STANSFIELD, Chief Engineering Chemist. 


Deer Ol. Ob SANAIZY Sic: 


OTTAWA, January 3, 1918. 
1218— 


Crude Petroleum—sample taken 14 miles below town of Peace River, 50 feet from edge of cut 
bank. Received December 3, 1917. 

The sample was a black, very viscous oil, with an odour resembling kerosene. 

Water which had separated on standing was neglected in the subsequent examination. 


to) Speciiceravit ys ate) bon (GOr) Ban et ay Ee ee 0-987 


(b) Distillation Tests— 


1. As the oil contained considerable quantity of water, and direct distillation was difficult on 
account of frothing, the crude oil was diluted with xylene and distilled, the xylene ip the 
distillate being neglected. A 500-c.c. distilling flask was used, and the distillation was 
carried out by the continuous method. 


The-results of the distillation were as follows:— 


Percent by Volume. Nature of Product. 


MWieELRT UA yore esha Waly! Set) rt ESE. 
IRCLOW. LOU a Cu ite Re res yt oi eS UR UE be du 0-0 (naphtha) 
LSO= S00 SCE Ce ened Pee Seer ee. Beds RN | 10-4% Burning oils 
Residtien byqcill erence reste tise eres, weeds a}: 86-1% Lubricating oils,coke,etc. 


2. A second distillation was made to determine whether the quantity of lubricating oils 
which could be obtained from the crude oil was considerable. 

The procedure was as in (6) (1), until the temperature of 300° C. was reached. The 
thermometer was then rapidly removed, and an ordinary cork inserted in its place. A 
fresh, weighed receiver was placed to receive the distillate, and the distillation was carried 
out rapidly until only coke was left in the flask. By this method the amount of heavy oil 
obtained was equivalent to 53 per cent weight, of the original oil. 


Per cent by weight. 


(C)youl pai cr iide: ofl expen eam erate Bebe 2 oo hk ee 4-0 
(i vabaran aaa ksi) (CYude Olly. eee ele ee tga fe cn 1 ee 0-9 
(C)wneohaloaneoi blegm alcohol-etherm 1:2). 4m ele. 400 ee) eee 8-4 
(Pissimpuriiies:(inineral matter). caee. + eae eee ee eee ee 1-5 


E. STANSFIELD, Chief Engineering Chemist. 
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Fur 


Since the feet of the white man first trod this district it has been a con- 
tinual source of wealth in fur and game. Over one hundred years ago the 
Northwest Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company were rivals for the trade, 
and to-day their old posts still remain in active operation. These rival com- 
panies long since united and continued as the Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
Revillon Company then invaded the territory, and have posts scattered through- 
out the district; while, more recently. other fur-buying concerns have been 
attracted to the field and their posts have sprung up in various places. The 
buffalo of early days provided both meat and robes, and there still roams the 
northern parts of this district a small band of wood buffalo, survivors of the 
majestic herds of yore. Moose, deer, and bear are now the larger animals 
hunted, while smaller fur-bearing animals produce more profit from their skins 
than did the buffalo in their time. The Beaver, Slavey and Chipewyan Indian 
tribes live almost entirely from the chase, eating the meat and trading the fur, 
while the Crees and half-breeds usually prefer to make their living by trapping 
than by following farming or other pursuits. In fact, so profitable has trap- 
ping become in late years, that many of these people have given up promising 
farms to return to their old haunts, which barely yielded a living a few years 
ago. These abandoned farms may be seen in the Fort Vermilion district; the 
farms are good, but the fur business is better, according to the Indian opinion. 
Many white men also engage solely in trapping. Besides these regular trap- 
pers, great numbers of settlers find in their spare time during the winter that 
they can derive considerable revenue from this source, and the homesteader’s 
boy attains ready pocket money and endless adventure from his own enterprise 
in this line. 

An indication of the variety and quantity of fur taken will be obtained 
from the following table, which shows one season’s catch in one small district: 


Report of the Fur Season in the Fort St. John District, British Columbia. Season 1916-17*. 























Variety. Number. 
Pierre ees SMe ON eh ns ed eee aeerk har yegee > Fiabe aha sae a2 
eee A ah ln al, Ret een Ui) wi ktahe eagek> Sie Faccnh Peek 2 eget te 2g nc Re 246 
ee AE ee karan Ae ne ema Ate heen ace ns ho. cle hee = Sua eee Ah Sea 727 
Oe i ne hs, Wee Oe dues cease S. choke cise het books won Prgdade: + hPa sp aEye > pay 593 
Ch ieee OE Peri NURSES VEE. <a ean rem aeeett ReseCo tace ae mY 34 
yp CORA AUER ECU Sa Se eu NC Ca a ae Acc 111 
ome CCU Ea R Mic eNney. Non rte peter re Sts Reta 5a oats «Gene he NE Ee a 








*Chief Game Warden, Vancouver, B.C. 
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Fish and Game 


While the district abounds in fur-bearing animals, it is not so lavishly 
provided with fish. The mountain streams, however, contain trout. Moberly 
lake, though small, is well stocked with whitefish, as is also Sturgeon lake. 
Peace river produces a few fish, chiefly ling and gold eyes. The Caribou lakes, 
north of Fort Vermilion, teem with large trout and whitefish, and will yield 
enormous quantities. As yet these lakes are difficult of access. The Wabiskaw 
and Peerless lakes are also well stocked, but lie in a district remote from settle- 
ment: , 

In feathered game, wild ducks, geese, swans, and wavies are plentiful. 
These are especially abundant on the Hay lakes northwest of Fort Vermilion, 
and on the lower Peace and Athabaska. In the fall of the year they gather in 
flocks of thousands, and the Indians kill great numbers and hang them up to 
freeze for winter use. Prairie chickens and partridges are found throughout 
the district, but are not numerous and are being protected by the provincial 
Governments. 

Moose and woodland caribou are fairly plentiful, but other deer are rarely 
seen. Wolves, bears, coyotes, and foxes afford exciting chase for the sports- 
man and an opportunity at the same time to rid the settlers’ farmyards of 
invaders. 


Water-powers* 


Many misleading statements have been published relating to the vast 
amount of power available on the Peace river. This river, from the canyon 
in British Columbia to Vermilion chutes in Alberta, a distance of approximately 
500 miles, is a wide swift river flowing over a sand or gravel bed, generally 
shallow, and through a deep valley, with gently sloping sides. The river is a 
mountain stream, as are many of its tributaries, and asa result the flow is very 
irregular, varying as much as 50 to 1 between high and low water, with the 
floods occurring during the summer months and the low flow during the winter. 

On the Peace river there are two possible power sites: one in the headwaters 
at the canyon, and the other at Vermilion chutes. 

The canyon site has not yet been investigated by the department’s power 
engineers, and while the total fall through the canyon, which is about 18 miles 
in length, is reported to be between 225 and 275 feet, it is not known how much 
of the total head can be developed. In any event, a power development at 
this site will be an expensive undertaking, and can only be accomplished when 
a market for the power is available close at hand. 

The Vermilion chutes site has been surveyed and investigated by the 
department’s power engineers. The river at this site averages one mile in 
width, and takes a drop of 30 feet in a distance of 2 miles. The fall is con- 
centrated chiefly at two points; the first or upper fall being in the form of a 


_ *Data for the section on water-power were prepared by C. H. Attwood of the Dominion Water Power Branch 
Chief Engineer in charge of the Alberta and Saskatchewan power surveys. 0 
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rapid, half a mile in length, with a total drop of 11 feet. The second drop is 
situated one and a half miles below the rapid, and is an abrupt drop of 13 feet 
over a limestone ledge, and is commonly called the “ chutes.”’ 

At the ‘‘ chutes ’’ both river banks are low, and an effective head of 30 feet 
is about all that can be obtained. The continuous 24-hour power available, 
based on one season’s discharge records, amounts to 19,100 horse-power. For 
nine months of the year possibly 27,300 horse-power can be developed. 

The possibility of developing small blocks of power on the tributaries of 
the Peace has not been definitely investigated by the department’s engineers. 
Of these tributaries, the Pine, North Pine, and Smoky rivers have their sources 
in the mountains and foothills and are fed by the melting snows in the moun- 
tains during the summer months and have only a small run-off during the 
winter. The Moberly, Pouce Coupé, and Bear creek, together with the tribu- 
taries below Peace River Crossing, depend upon the precipitation, are subject 
to floods during the spring and summer months, and have a very small flow 
during the winter. Further investigations may, however, reveal the possibility 
of storing and conserving the flood waters on many of these streams. In such 
an event, these streams will be capable of producing sufficient power to operate 
small mills, and in some cases supply the power demands of a small municipality. 


The inherent disadvantages of the Peace river and its tributaries as a source 
of power at the present time are :— 
1. The irregularity of flow. 


. High cost of development. 
. Absence of market. 


OQ bo 





These disadvantages may, however, be overcome by: 
1. The creation of storage reservoirs to regulate the flow. 
2. By settlement in the district. As the district becomes thickly 
populated and towns spring up transportation facilities will be greatly 
improved and a market created for the power. 


Transportation 


The Peace River District may now be reached in comfort and despatch by 
modern means of travel, being connected by rail with Edmonton, the capital 
of Alberta. Peace River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie are served by the 
railway and further construction is in progress. In addition, those districts 
adjacent to the river have the benefit of a steamboat service during the months 
of navigation. 

The Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia railway runs northerly 
from Edmonton to Smith, the first divisional point, where the Athabaska river 
is crossed. Swinging westerly, it follows the Lesser Slave river and skirts the 
southern shore of Lesser Slave lake, famous for its yields of whitefish. 

High Prairie is on the line of steel at the westerly end of this lake, and 
marks the approximate divide between the Athabaska and Peace watersheds. 
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The railway then runs more northerly to the next divisional point, McLennan’ 
From McLennan the Central Canada railway runs northerly to Peace river; 
reaching the edge of the valley at a point overlooking the junction of the Peace 
and Smoky rivers and affording the traveller an excellent bird’s-eye view of 
the town nestling in the valley several hundred feet below. A long descent on 
a side-hill grade brings one into the valley and to the edge of the waters of the 
Peace itself. . 

From McLennan the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British 
Columbia extends westerly, crossing the Smoky river and continuing to Spirit 
River settlement. Location has been carried still west as far as Pouce Coupé, 
and it is only a matter of time until the steel will be laid across this prairie and 
thence through the mountain passes to give an outlet to the Pacific coast. 

From Spirit River a branch runs southerly to Grande Prairie, a new town 
which has sprung up in the heart of the great prairie whose name it bears, and 
which has been settled so rapidly in recent years. 

At present a train service is maintained on all these lines, from Edmonton 
and return, twice a week. Traffic is already becoming so heavy that a daily 
train service is probably not far distant. Stockyards and elevators are in 
evidence, and an efficient freight service is maintained. 

Distances are shown on the following table :— 


TABLE of Railway Distances. 


Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia. 

















From. | lip: Miles. 
Emi GncOiie soem) cei eee cee te hen ie de SOLTLULIL Senet Rae si, ae eee 130-8 
SMITH. ieee tayees eet eters ote cee ee Ny AEN OU eh ae High Praistemeii2\) see, LA 103-5 
High" Pra iriemethas vas Sin tapreeae tetaaa Ab ome Selice Wee Mellensan twtk Vea atin ee ee 27-9 
Mebenna tinct 26 ol toe on tetas Ow 7 Cer et a tc NOK Vicars ea dee hae ee Pe 32-0 
SMOKY, see fetes eee oe Dee eee eRe EN oe PDIFICAIRL VEL. gal ane sata fae ee 63-0 
Spirit River es is, ee Rotate eee ae ok eee ed | Grande Prairie) dees lee vie 49-8 








Central Canada. 












































McLennan soon tosat ee eo ee ee ee ee REDO a5. cats ten ec ae ee ee 23-8 

RenOn i re Oe eae eres Peace’ Kiver.). 7, fer Soe Sees 24-7 
Total Distances. 

Edmonton... sac wees See a ee Velennan: cotta. aca ee 262-2 

EGmontons. cee wat ee ce rents ee mene gee Pedte: Kivet.ak.a. (cee teen 310-7 

Ed fion totes Rene et 7 ees ae eee ceo m On oS SDiTIG Rivers Ait: 11655 oe oe 357-2 

Edmontonas ce 2c clk hee ortho wach dizi at, Sean Grandes raitied: pi) pea ees 407-0 
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The principal boats plying on the river are shown in the following table. 
These provide practically a weekly service during the summer. 


Boats on the Peace River. 











Boat. Owners. Descriptions. 

Beas ck DOMAS 6 aol is: Peace River Development Cor-/Stern wheel steamer. Capacity 
poration. Transport Depart- 250 passengers, 300 tons 
ment. freight. 

PECL DASCA gt clon ins cated e- Hudsoms Bay Company,.=..2 2.3). Stern wheel steamer. 

“ Northland Call’’........|Peace River Navigation Co., Ltd. .|Stern wheel steamer. 

‘Lady Mackworth”’......|/Peace River Development Cor-|Twin Screw gasoline launch. 
poration—Transport Depart- 
ment. 

BRL iG hassy Jeep Jellies Peace River Navigation Co., Ltd. .|Gasoline river Boat. 











Highways are being rapidly constructed and improved. Bridges have been 
provided for smaller rivers, and ferries for the Peace at Dunvegan, Peace River, 
and Fort Vermilion. Auto liveries ply regularly between Peace River, Dunvegan 
and Spirit River, also between Spirit River, Grande Prairie, and Saskatoon lake 
and Spirit River and Pouce Coupé. These roads and trails, being chiefly on the 
prairies, are easily made and kept in good condition. 


Communication 


By the construction of a telegraph line from Edmonton to Peace River the 
Dominion Government has overcome that dread of isolation which kept many a 
prospective settler from entering this district at an earlier date. The farmer of 
to-day is a business man, and demands means of speedy communication regarding 
his business affairs.. Especially do women, willing to brave other privations of a 
pioneer life, shrink from being cut off from ready means of communication with 
their distant friends, or from the current news of the day. Provision has been 
made to meet these demands, the Dominion Government supplying an efficient 
telegraph and mail service. In addition, the Government of Alberta owns and 
operates a rural telephone system throughout the province, the extension of which 
follows closely upon the opening of new districts. 

Mail is carried by the railway twice a week from Edmonton to McLennan, 
Peace River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie. From railway points it is 
distributed by carrier to various post offices throughout the district. Already 
about fifty offices have been opened, and the mail service is constantly being 

extended and improved to keep pace with the growth of the country. 
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The Dominion Government telegraph line from Edmonton to Peace River > 
has been extended westerly to Dunvegan, Grande Prairie, Fort St. John, Hudson 
Hope, and intermediate points, comprising in all 710 miles of line. The following 
table shows the stations thereon :— 


PEACE River Telegraph Line. 

















Office. Province. Service. 
Bdmonton..¢n8. sen pee eee Alberta 5 3o ee athaae au Operator. 
Halfway. Lakes aac eee ne tenter tc eae re (OMe iel LA Gt Qa s 
Athabaskas.73- = poe tes eee ee Ge ES oe le tan tener ect eee | a 


Mirror- Landing ie Sete Re eel eo etch ree tie 
SAWTLIdGesc2's cena ke yaaa EL nae’ 1 VG Reais Ae eer Be ns, 


Swat Rivero see eee oe ee oe ee ee Be ae nen ee eee Telephone from Faust. 
Faust). Ree a ee ate te ee Se aa a ea ee ee Operator. 
Indiana. +5ia 0 Ae ee eee nee eR Ce PN ee Telephone from Faust. 
Grovards. Vacate tA ene Nee SM i A one Pat's Ape Noa Operator. 
Pence River ix a 
Waterholes ee eee RPI role Shenrea” © Telephone from Dunvegan. 
Dunvega tenet Wl ore are cee RR Cr ds scien” ih Operator. 

oe (79 


DIPTERA Ver pe pemese ete semen: Chetan: Wal) M4“. og ee eee MRE. ecto 
Grande Patric cat a TA ee ee oS a 2 eee Dea. ee 
LaketSackatooire at) a ..ctete oct eee oP hon) car ee eee ee 
Bea Verlodeel foros. | + cee een ee ae, che Meenas, 





Pouce: Goupeéss c. 74h 5% .eiains pe Britist) Columbiate: aoe ie 

BiOrtiyete OUT. tessa teeta oem “treks @) ea ees ri 
Haliwayvahaver.c@ ss cus. i eee neee ee oe) eer eee Repair Station. 
Hudson, FLope scien ce io ee Ardy oe tae See es Operator. 








Education and Social Life 


The Public School system of Alberta applies to all settled portions of the 
province, and provides free and competent instruction to all children. The 
provincial Department of Education is very much alive to the child’s intellectual 
and educational welfare. As soon as eight children can be assembled in any 
district a suitable building is provided and a competent teacher engaged to carry 
on the work of instruction, as outlined by the department, under proper inspection 
and supervision. In the towns and larger villages, high-school studies are 
included in the curriculum. At Peace River and Grande Prairie arrangements 
have been completed to carry the work up as far as matriculation, so that the boy 
or girl may be prepared to enter upon his or her college course without finding 
it necessary to leave home for intermediate studies. Some sixty schools are now 
open throughout the district. The average daily attendance for the year 1917 at 
Peace River town school was about sixty, while the attendance of purely rural 
schools is somewhat higher than in many older-settled districts. The following 
table shows the growth of the schools in this district :-— 
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PuBLic Schools of Peace River District. 























. No. Schools : No. Schools 
Year. established. Year. established. 
iDEA cosas bt, esl lg ee a Z fo alice! 3% wy a pee eb 6 ry 
UREN Cl ie ees nc rr ee 4 LOLS yt Pe cigs Meeinesics red 11 
DU eee es fs SVG Meet ee ee Naw Sete cer ee 10 
LEEW St i Ola ie pe eR Se Rt Z tI PE ret ald ks derelict th ule die Atak Ade 18 
ADCENTER et AE Te, Mee Oe, 1 ee) eae aD 60 




















Religious denominations are well represented. The Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic church have been very active during the past quarter 
century in mission work, and have established mission schools among the 
Indians at Fort Vermilion, Shaftesbury, Dunvegan, Lake Saskatoon, and Flying 
Shot lake. Methodist and Presbyterian churches have been established at 
principal points, in many instances concrete examples of Union being manifest. 
Other denominations and societies are found throughout the district. 

Fraternal and benefit societies are opening lodges in principal towns. 
Peace River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie have live Boards of Trade eager 
to assist the welfare of the town and to welcome the newcomer. Agricultural 
societies have been formed at various local districts and annual fairs are held. 

Two weekly newspapers are published at Peace River, one at Grande Prairie, 
one at Spirit River, one at Clairmont, and one at Lake Saskatoon. The ever- 
popular motion-picture theatre has made its appearance in the principal towns. 
Boards of Trade, Farmers’ Associations, Women’s Institutes, Fraternal Societies, 
Athletic Clubs, and other institutions tend to keep alive the spirit of an optimistic 
people. Hospitals are established in Peace River and Grande Prairie. 

Except in remote corners the settler need not feel at all isolated. It has 
always been noticeable that in pioneer sections social barriers are cast down, 
and a spirit of equality and brotherhood is more evident than in older-settled 
parts. Peace river is no exception to this rule, and the new-comer finds wel- 
come and ready assistance from those with whom he comes in contact, and 
rapidly makes new and staunch friends. 


The British Columbia Section 


That part of the Peace River District falling within the province of British 
Columbia, and exclusive oi the *‘ Peace River Block,’’ comprises the portion 
controlled by the Government of that province so far as ungranted public land 
is concerned. It is practically embraced in the ‘‘Peace River Land Recording 
District,’ the recording office of which is located at Fort George. This might 
be called the mountain section of Peace river, and is divided from the plains 
section by the Rocky Mountain canyon, which at Hudson Hope forms an 
interruption to navigation. It includes the valley of the Peace, from this point 
to its head; also the great valleys of the Finlay and Parsnip rivers, together 
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with the valleys of their many tributaries. Much of this section is still unex- 
plored, but many millions of acres of fertile land are known to lie in its valleys, 
and untold mineral wealth remains beneath its hills. 

Small settlements are found about the various trading posts and mining 
camps, of which the principal are Finlay Forks, at the junction of the Finlay 
and Parsnip rivers; Fort Grahame, on Finlay river; Fort McLeod, on McLeod 
lake; and some camps on the Omenica. As yet the district is difficult of access 
and remote from civilization and markets. The nature of the country is gener- 
ally rugged and the climate severe. The Omenica miners travelled over a pack 
route from Hazelton. An easier canoe route is now available from Fort George, 
but much the easier way is from Hudson Hope, which point can be reached by 
rail and river steamboat from Edmonton in three days. The Rocky Mountain 
canyon is passed by a 14-mile wagon road leading from Hudson Hope to the 
site of old Rocky Mountain House, which once stood at the head of the canyon. 

While this section is still practically in its primitive state, it holds out very 
alluring promises for the future. Railway surveys have been projected from 
the south and the east, and once the steel penetrates the district it will open up 
very rapidly. Mixed farming, dairying, and ranching will thrive as soon as 
markets are made accessible. Mining will revive when means of transporting 
heavy machinery is provided. Various rivers offer good inducements for 
dredging, and quartz ledges have been discovered which could be milled profit- 
ably, if machinery could be more easily taken in. The district is known to be 
highly mineralized, and the field is an excellent one for the prospector. The 
coal fields above Hudson Hope are believed to be very extensive, and the 
quality is high grade. 

Timber is also plentiful, and much water-power is available. Fish and 
game are abundant. The scenery is magnificent, and the summer seasons very 
delightful. The district is rich in fur, and many prospectors scattered through- 
out its remote corners are combining trapping with their quest for minerals. 
Their traps yield them a livelihood until they have located paying claims. 

With the coming of the steel, and the opening of coal and other mines, this 
district will develop very rapidly. To those not afraid to face a few years of 
pioneer work will come the opportunities which await the man on the ground, 
when the great movement sets in. 

The following are tables of distances of present routes:— 


TABLE of Distances. Rail and River. 


Edmonton to Hudson Hope. 











From. To; Miles Means of 
(Approx.) Travel. 








EdHiontore gee 2 a6 ae 2a ais ees ie ee ee es ee ee Peace River.... 6 led Rail. 





Peace Rivera we Sob ee. Ne ot a te eee Hudson Hope. . 229  |Steamboat. 
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TABLE of Distances. (Canoe Route). 


Fort George to Hudson Hope. 





























Miles 

Route. (Approx. ) 
Mort: George toi Giscome, vial miser rivetol..l4x eet fae eS A gee ek te 42 
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Summit lake to Fort McLeod via Crooked river and McLeod lake................ 65 
Fort McLeod to Finlay Junction via Parsnip river..........-5- 5.00 - eee cree a 
Finlay Junction to Rocky Mountain Portage via Peace river..........--++-----+- 74 
Rocky Mountain Portage to Hudson Hope.........--.-- e+: essence ec ee eee: 14 
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The Crown lands and natural resources of the Peace River District included 
within the boundaries of the province of Alberta and the Peace River Block of 
British Columbia are the property of the Government of Canada. They are 
controlled by the various branches of the Department of the Interior at Ottawa. 
To expedite transaction of official business, this vast district has been divided 
into land districts, and provided with local offices. Government agents are 
stationed at these offices to give immediate attention to the disposal of Dominion 
lands, the control of Crown timber, and the recording of mineral claims. 

The Peace River Land District extends from the Fifth principal meridian 
westerly to the British Columbia boundary. Its southern boundary follows the 
line between townships 84 and 85 across ranges 1 to 3, between townships 68 and 
69 across ranges 4 to 20, and between townships 73 and 74 across ranges 21 to 26 
west of the Fifth meridian. West of the Sixth meridian its southern boundary is 
the Peace River. Its northern boundary extends to the northerly limit of the 
province of Alberta. This district also includes that part of the Peace River 
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Block lying north of the river. The agency is located in the town of Peace 
River with sub-agencies at Fort St. John and North Vermilion. 

Grande Prairie Land District includes townships 61 to 73, inclusive, from 
ranges 21 west of the Fifth meridian to the Sixth meridian. From the Sixth 
meridian it extends westerly to the British Columbia boundary, and northerly 
irom township 61 to the Peace river. It also includes that part lying south of 
Peace river ot the Peace River Block. The agency is located in the town of 
Grande Prairie, with sub-agencies at Spirit River and Pouce Coupé. 

The tide of settlement to these districts has set in practically within the last 
ten years. Prior to that only a few scattered pioneers could be found about the 
various trading posts. The attractions of the district, however, and the 
unbounded faith of its pioneers gradually drew the attention of the outside 
world, and home seekers began to make their way in over the long trying trail 
irom Edmonton. Undaunted by such hardships, they blazed the way for others 
to follow and pressed forward to secure the choicest locations. Surveyors were 
rushed into the district to lay out the lands, and before the outbreak of the 
Great War, various localities of particular attraction had become thriving centres 
of settlement. 

Even since the outbreak of war the rush of settlement has continued. 
Immigration from Europe having been suspended, the district is receiving its 
new-comers almost entirely from older-settled parts of Canada and various 
States of the adjoining Republic. Many returned soldiers are now finding their 
way into the district to locate new homes for themselves. The opening of a 
railroad and extension of navigation has made the way easier during the last two 
or three years. 3 

The principal centres of settlement, and the land districts and provinces in 
which they lie, are shown on the following table:— 


PRINCIPAL Centres of Settlement. 
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Some idea of the extent of settlement and development may be obtained 
from the following table of miscellaneous figures taken from official returns :— 











Land Districts. 
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High Prairie. 


A considerable area of excellent farming land, with prairies at frequent 
intervals, is found about the west end of Lesser Slave lake and on the divide 
between this lake and the Peace River slope. Various settlements have grown 
up in this district, of which the earlier were Lesser Slave Lake, Salt Prairie, 
Heart River, and Big Prairie settlements. These were surveyed in settlement 
lots prior to the extension of the regular system of township surveys. The old 
wagon road from Edmonton to Peace River Crossing by way oi Athabaska 
Landing followed the south and west shores of Lesser Slave lake, and at the 
northwest extremity, at the head of navigation, a trading post was located. 
About this post has grown up the town of Grouard. From Grouard the trail led 
northerly to Peace River. Lesser Slave lake has for many years been famous ior 
its yields of whitefish. These fish are caught in the winter, and shipped in a 
frozen condition. Before the advent of the railway they were freighted by team 
to Edmonton. Fishing, freighting, and fur trading were occupations that 
brought large numbers of Indians and hardy white men into this district. Great 
areas of hay lands along the shores of the lake encouraged the settlers to raise 
cattle, and this was followed by the cultivation of choice sections of prairie and 
lightly wooded lands in the vicinity. 

A land district embracing over 200 townships about the lake was formed. 
and an agency established at Grouard for the convenience of the settlers. When 
the railroad was built it followed westerly about 20 miles beyond the lake beiore 
swinging north to Peace River, and then paralleled these older settlements along 
the wagon road. It crosses a few miles of beautiful prairie located on the height 
of land between the lake and Peace River, which is now called High Prairie. 
The old wagon road from Grouard to Sturgeon Lake crossed the same prairie. 





Photo. by Fich."Kitte. Diao: 
Brome Grass at Fort Vermilion. 
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Elevators at Town of Grande Prairie. 
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This prairie has been located and settled very rapidly since the building 
of the railroad. About the depot established here has grown up the town of 
High Prairie, where the Dominion Land Agency originally located at Grouard | 
was later established. This prairie gave its name to the land district as well 
as to the town, the district formerly called Grouard being known later as High 
Prairie Land District. It has recently been absorbed in the Peace River Land 
District by the enlargement of boundaries of the latter. 

The soil throughout this section is good, being mostly black loam with 
clay or sandy clay subsoil. Many patches of prairie occur, but these are not 
extensive, except the hay meadows and marshes found along Lesser Slave lake. 
The greater part of the section is wooded. The woods range from light scattered 
poplar, with clumps of willow, to thick spruce, jackpine, birch and poplar, up 
to 8 or 10 inches in diameter. The surface generally is level or rolling, but 
numerous small rivers, with deep ravines, cut up many quarter sections and 
render them unfit for cultivation. There is usually good pasture, however, in 
these ravines. | 

All ordinary grains, grasses, and vegetables are grown in this section. It 
is well adapted for mixed farming and contains much good land open for settle- 
ment. This section is the first reached from the south, High Prairie being but 
234 miles by rail from Edmonton. | 


McLennan. 


McLennan is the second divisional point on the Edmonton, Dunvegan and 
British Columbia Railway, being 262-2 miles northwest of Edmonton. It is 
the southern terminus of the Central Canada Railway, which runs 48-5 miles 
northerly to the town of Peace River. Both of these railroads are being oper- 
ated under the same system, thus affording a through service to the north and 
west alike. From McLennan the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and 
British Columbia railway runs westerly to Spirit River, crossing the Smoky 
river a few miles below the mouth of Little Smoky river. The old wagon road 
from Grouard to Peace River, over which the early settlers toiled from Edmon- 
ton, passes within 15 miles of McLennan to the east, so that this section was 
overlooked entirely during the first rush. 

Settlers found their way into the Spirit River and Grande Prairie sections 
by way of Peace River and Dunvegan, a long, roundabout route, though the 
only good trail. Later these same settlers, finding it necessary to do considerable 
freighting to and from Lesser Slave lake, and even Edmonton, located a shorter 
route from Spirit River to Grouard. Their wagon road is now almost paralleled 
by the railroad. The Smoky crossings are within 3 miles of each other, and the 
wagon road crosses the same township in which McLennan is located. 

With the opening of the wagon road from Grouard, attention began to be 
directed to areas of splendid land lying between Winagami and Kimiwan lakes, 
and the Smoky river, and settlement here has been rapid since the laying ‘of 
steel. 
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McLennan is located on the south shore of Kimiwan lake. About this 
lake are large hay meadows. Northerly along the Central Canada railway is 
found rich, level land with open patches, but generally wooded. A number of 
locations have been made at Camelia and at Reno, where the steel and the old 
Peace River wagon road converge to within a mile or two of each other, with 
the North Heart river between. Between McLennan and Smoky river there 
is excellent land, gently undulating, with black loam on clay subsoil, and 
covered with light wood and numerous patches of prairie. Township 78, range 
21, west of the Fifth meridian, is practically all located, and settlement is 
spreading rapidly in all directions. The principal points are Donnelly, Falber, 
and Fowler. Heavier spruce woods are found along the Smoky. 


Peace River. 


The town of Peace River, the hub of the great district whose name it bears, 
has grown in a few short years from a rude collection of divers small buildings, 
clustered about the old trading posts, to a flourishing agricultural and business 
centre. The original trading post was located a few miles upstream from the 
present town, and about it the Shaftesbury Settlement blazed the way in grain 
growing in the Peace Valley. The newer posts and the town are beautifully 
located on sunny flats, nestling between high rolling banks immediately below 
the junction of the Smoky and Peace rivers, and at the mouth of the Heart. 

Here the wagon road from Edmonton, winding its way down the narrow 
gorge-like valley of the Heart, reached the Peace, and the weary traveller caught 
his first glimpse of that great river whose name had lured him on over the long 
trail. 

A favourable spot for crossing the river was found at this location, and for 
many years a cable ferry has been in operation. The old Hudson’s Bay steam- 
boat Peace River here exchanged great bales of raw furs for supplies of all kinds 
which the freighters brought from Edmonton. It plied up and down the river, 
supplying the lonely outlying posts with provisions for a new year and bringing 
out their fur catch of the past year. The trail, interrupted by the river, resumed 
its way westward, and after traversing the settlement of Shaitesbury, wound up 
the hill to the high plateau above, which it followed as far as Dunvegan. 

‘’ Peace River Landing ”’ and ‘‘ Peace River Crossing ’’ were names variously 
applied in earlier days, but ‘‘ Peace River ”’ is now the official name of the town. 
The trail from Edmonton has served its purpose. The railroad now reaches 
the town, and the hardy freighter has gone to new fields. The trail to Dunvegan 
is still a much-travelled highway, as it serves a very fertile and thickly settled 
section of land west of the town. It is in good condition, and automobiles are 
regularly seen upon it. Grading has been commenced for the extension of the 
railroad to follow this trail, as it has done from Edmonton, and the erection 
ot a mighty bridge to span the river is well under way at Peace River town. 

The Dominion Lands Agency for Peace River Land District is located here, 
also the posts of the Royal Northwest Mounted and the Provincial Police. 


Dunvegan. OL 


Railway, telegraph, telephone, and semi-weekly mail service keep the town in 
touch with the outside world. Two weekly newspapers are published. Schools, 
churches, a hospital, and an immigration hall are among the public buildings. 

Various places of business supply the needs of the town and adjoining 
country. A Board of Trade and an Agricultural Society take active interest 
in the building up of the district. Coal has been found within 6 miles of the 
town, and gas and oil within 14. The extent of these discoveries has not yet 
been determined, but development work is being continued and, profiting by 
the experience of other localities, no attempt is being made to ‘‘ wildcat ”’ them. 

Excellent farming land extends from the west side of the river right through 
to Dunvegan, the Sixth meridian being located midway. The chiei centres of 
settlement in this part are: West Peace River, Shaftesbury, Bear Lake, Paul’s 
Corners, and Griffin Creek. North of West Peace river and Bear lake there is 
good land open for settlement as far as Whitemud river. A wagon road extends 
farther north to Battle or Notikewin river. There is excellent prairie land here, 
surrounded by fairly heavy timber. Practically no land has been taken up yet 
in this part. During the season of navigation the Battle prairies can be easily 
reached by steamer. A wagon road leads from the steamboat landing near the 
mouth of the river into the heart of the prairie, a distance of 25 or 30 miles. 
Supplies are available at the trading post at the landing. 

The land surrounding the town of Peace River, on the same side oi the 
river, is rough and broken by the junction of the Smoky and the Heart rivers 
with the Peace. There is, however, much good grazing land in numerous valleys 
and ravines. On the plateau above the valleys the soil is good but mostly 
wooded, and has some muskeg and marsh. While the choicest prairie locations 
have been pretty well taken up in this section, there are thousands of acres still 
available of land just as good, though requiring more work to bring under 
cultivation. 

Since the completion of the railroad from Edmonton to Peace River, the 
northern trade has increased very rapidly. Tourists are now able to go by rail 
and steamboat into the great Mackenzie and Arctic regions. Trappers, traders, 
and prospectors are continually coming and going, and during the season of 
navigation Peace River has become a busy shipping point. Railroad surveys 
have been projected northerly to Fort Vermilion and Slave lake, and when the 
resources and beauties of the north become better known it is expected that this 
town will play an important part in its development. 


Dunvegan. 


Over one hundred years ago barley, potatoes, and several varieties of garden 
vegetables were grown by the employees of the Northwest Company on the 
river flats adjoining their post at Dunvegan. The results are said to have been 
very satisfactory. Grains, grasses, and vegetables are now grown extensively in 
all sections around this early starting point, and the district is fast developing 
into one of the most promising portions of the country. 
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Dunvegan itself is still merely a Hudson’s Bay post. It is located on the 
north shore of Peace river, 61 miles above the town of that name, and 18 miles 
by trail from Spirit River. The valley here is narrow and about 800 feet deep. 
A ferry has been installed, and is operated during the open season at the point 
where the wagon road crosses. The southern banks of the valley are thickly 
wooded. These woods, however, extend only a short distance beyond the top of 
the bank, when they give way to the Spirit River prairie. The northern banks 
are rugged and broken, and almost bare of trees. The plateau above comprises 
a very extensive area of excellent land. 

Unfortunately Dunvegan has been ‘‘boomed”’ and “‘ townsited ”’ in advance 
of any reasonable necessity. The farm lands, which represent the real value of 
the district, lie on the high plateaus to the north and south of the river valley. 
These lands are exceedingly fertile, level or gently rolling, prairie or nearly open, 
rich in soil and well watered. They represent some of the finest wheat-growing 
sections of the world. A half-section of this land, faithfully cultivated, will 
prove a real source of revenue and wealth to the investor, as distinguished from 
the wildly speculative ‘‘townlots,’”’ whose corner posts stand out in gaunt array on 
the wind-swept hillsides overlooking the little cluster of whitewashed log buildings 
in the valley below, which constitute the present ‘‘ town.”’ 

North of Dunvegan there is excellent land as far as the Clear Hills, while 
easterly along the old trail from Peace River, some of the best improved farms of 
the province are to be seen. The land has all been thrown open for settlement; 
very little is held in any form of reserve; consequently settlement has been 
uniform, and no “‘ gaps’’ have been left. Good roads, telegraphs, telephones, 
schools, and churches are among the advantages of this district. The buildings 
and fences are in a remarkable state of advancement for a new district. In fact, 
this can no longer be called a ‘‘ new district.’’ It has passed its pioneer stage 
and settled down to a prosperous well established community. 

Between Dunvegan and the Sixth meridian the principal centres are Water- 
hole, Vanrena, Friedenstall, and Bluesky. Finer farms cannot be found in any 
part of the West than in the vicinity of these villages. East of the Sixth meridian 
this fine settlement extends to the town of Peace River. 


Spirit River. 


The Spirit River prairie is not extensive, but comprises a few townships of 
excellent farm lands on a high plateau on the south bank of the Peace river, 
opposite Dunvegan. It was formerly reached from Edmonton by way of the 
Peace River Crossing and Dunvegan wagon road, being on the route that 
extended from Dunvegan to Lake Saskatoon. Trading posts have carried on 
business here for many years, the fur trade with the Indians having been 
extensive. About these posts a settlement grew up, which was surveyed as 
such in 1907. Township surveys were extended in 1909, and settlement rapidly 
followed. 
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Park Lands of Peace River District. 
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Flower Garden on Experimental Farm, Fort Vermilion. 
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The soil is a rich, deep, black loam, and vegetation is very luxuriant. Wheat, 
barley, oats, and all common vegetables yield abundantly. The surafce of the 
country is level or gently rolling, with an altitude of 2,400 feet above sea-level. 
‘It comes within the influence of the warm “‘ Chinook ”’ winds, and is well adapted 
to mixed farming and stock raising. 

The town of Spirit River is the present terminus of the main line of the 
Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia railway. Location and grading 
have been produced about 60 miles farther west, and a branch line runs south to 
Grande Prairie. Elevators and other shipping facilities provide ready outlet for 
farm produce. By the old wagon route it is 18 miles to Dunvegan and about 
83 to Peace River town. This road is in good repair, and much used by auto- 
mobiles. Auto liveries ply regularly between Peace River, Dunvegan, and Spirit 
River, between Spirit River and Pouce Coupé, and between Spirit River and 
Grande Prairie points. The section is well served by good roads and railroads, 
and presents a very prosperous appearance. It is surrounded by lands, partly 
broken and fairly heavily wooded, but with fertile soil everywhere. Much good 
land is still available, but will require more or less clearing. 

The town is well provided with schools and churches, telegraph and mail 
service, sawmills and business establishments, and has a Board of Trade actively 
engaged in furthering the interests of the district and assisting new comers to 
locate. 

Grande Prairie. 


This famous district comprises a vast prairie lying on a high plateau south of 
Peace river and between the Sixth meridian and British Columbia. It is 
bounded on the south by the Wapiti river and on the east by the Smoky river. 
Along its north runs a rough and wooded ridge dividing it from the Spirit river 
and Pouce Coupé prairies. Westerly it extends to the foothills of the Rockies. 
Its area exceeds two thousand square miles of as fine wheat growing land as can 
be found anywhere. The surface is level or gently rolling and the soil is a deep, 
rich, black loam on a clay subsoil. The valleys of the rivers and the outer edges 
of the district are wooded, but the main area is either open prairie or very lightly 
covered with bluffs of poplar and brush. 

Grande Prairie has been settled within the last five to seven years. The 
main prairie and many choice adjoining spots have already been taken up. 
Settlement, however, continues to pour into the fringes of the district, where the 
presence of good soil outweighs the disadvantages of bush and small timber which 
must be cleared off before the land can be broken. Settlers are now taking up 
land along the Beaverlodge and Red Willow rivers, going as far as 55 miles west 
of Grande Prairie station. Excellent land is found in these sections, and several 
large farms are already in full operation, one farmer having 500 acres of crop this 
year. There is still good land open for homesteading here, but it is fast being 
taken up. 

The Grande Prairie district is reached by a branch line of the Edmonton, 
Dunvegan and British Columbia railway from Spirit River running southerly to 
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within a jew miles of Wapiti river and near Flying Shot Lake settlement. About 
its terminus has grown up the town oi Grande Prairie, which has become the 
centre of business for the district whose name it bears. It is a thriving western 
town, and contains three elevators, a flour mill, several good stores and hotels, 
bank, large two-story graded school, hospital, churches, immigration hall, 
creamery, and other enterprises. 

The Dominion Lands and Crown Timber office for Grande Prairie Land 
District is located here. Telegraph and telephone connections with Edmonton 
and local points are available. A weekly newspaper is published. A Board of 
Trade and an Agricultural Society take a live interest in furthering the welfare 
of town and country. 

Lake Saskatoon, 14 miles west of Grande Prairie, is a small village growing 
up around the old trading post located on the bank oi Saskatoon lake. Its 
location is both beautiful and historic. In the heart of the prairie it commands 
a sweeping view, tor miles in all directions, of waving fields of grain where but a 
few years ago all was wilderness. Before the building of the railroad it was 
the distributing point for the district, being the last post on the old Edmonton- 
Peace river-Dunvegan wagon road. Railroad surveys have been projected 
from the south to this point, but no construction has yet taken place. In 
addition to the Hudson’s Bay, Revillon’s and the Peace River Trading Company’s 
posts, there are various other places of business, also a bank, a weekly newspaper, 
post office, telegraph office, schools and churches. 

Bear Lake lies about 9 miles northwest oi the town of Grande Prairie, and is 
surrounded by land in a very advanced state of improvement and high cultivation. 
Here may be seen vegetable and flower gardens which cannot be surpassed for 
variety and yield anywhere in the West. Even ornamental and fruit trees and 
shrubs, grown irom seed, are progressing quite satisiactorily. 

Smoky and Wapiti rivers have deep valleys heavily wooded, and for some 
miles on either side of these valleys the land is rough and broken, though much 
of it is good for grazing. At the junction of these rivers, 20 miles east of Grande 
Prairie station, is the village of Bezanson, about which the land is very good. 
North and east from Bezanson there is good land, mostly lightly wooded, 
extending to Sturgeon Lake and High Prairie. 

Clairmont and Sexsmith, on the railway line, are springing up into flourishing 
little towns in the midst of a well-improved section. Other centres are Kleskan 
Hill and Glen Leslie, lying between Grande Prairie station and Bezanson, Spitfire 
Lake, Niobe and Hermit Lake, centrally located, and Valhalla, Hythe, Beaver- 
lodge, and Halcourt, situated towards the western limits of the district. 

At Beaverlodge, the Experimental Farms Branch of the Dominion Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has been carrying on experimental work ior several years, 
under the immediate supervision, and on the farm of Mr. W. D. Albright, with 
good results. Arrangements have been made to carry on this work on a much 
larger scale in the future, the experiments to include work with forage plants, 
cereals, and horticulture. 
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The Pouce Coupé prairie lies in the south-eastern part of the Peace River 
Block in the province of British Columbia. It comprises several townships of 
gently rolling prairie and a number with scattered bluffs and light woods. The 
extent of this choice area is about 25 miles wide by 40 miles long. It is separated 
from Spirit River and Grande Prairie by high wooded plateaus on its east and 
south. To the north and west it extends to the rough wooded banks of the 
Peace and South Pine rivers. It is now reached by a good road from Spirit 
River. 

The location of the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and _ British 
Columbia railway passes through this district from east to west. Grading has 
been completed from the end of steel at Spirit River to Pouce Coupé village, a 
distance of about 55 miles, and steel will shortly be laid. With railway facilities, 
this district promises to be one of the finest yet opened. Upon development of 
the coal and other resources of the upper sections of the Peace, and the com- 
pletion of railway connection to the coast, undertakings which are but a matter 
of time, the value of this section will be further enhanced. The principal centres 
at present are Pouce Coupé and Rolla. 

The Pouce Coupé country is an ideal place for ranching. It is an elevated 
plateau of about 2,400 feet above sea-level, lying immediately to the east of the 
Rocky mountains and foothills. The soil is very rich, and wild hay and peavine 
crow adundantly. The influence of the warm ‘‘ Chinook ”’ winds is very marked. 
They sweep through the mountain passes and flood the entire district, from time 
to time, during the winter, removing the snow and giving pleasant respites from 
the cold. Even aside from these warm waves, the winters are short. Stock 
pasture out the year around, and the summers are particularly clear and fine. 
Wheat and all ordinary grains, grasses, and vegetables yield abundantly. The 
seasons are particularly free from summer frosts and hail, and the climate generally 
is very pleasant. 


Fort St. John. 


Fort St. John is on the north bank of Peace river, on a small flat at the foot of 
steep rugged banks some 800 feet high. It is 178 miles by river above Dunvegan, 
and lies in the Peace River Block in the province of British Columbia. A 
wagon road from Dunvegan to Hudson Hope passes through it, and there is also 
a pack trail from Pouce Coupé. It was established decades ago as a Hudson's 
Bay post. Later another trading post was opened which is now operated by 
Revillon Fréres. The provincial police of British Columbia have established a 
station here, and the Dominion Government a telegraph office. There are 
usually a number of Indians encamped about the post, as this is a rich fur district, 
and extensive trading is done. 

The Fort St. John district that is attracting farmers and ranchers lies north 
of the river on a high plateau. The land is level, and mostly open or very lightly 
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wooded. The soil is good, and vegetation very luxuriant. Wild grasses and 
peavine grow in great profusion. The North Pine river lies to the north and 
east, and enters the Peace about 20 miles below the Fort. Its valleys are deep, 
and its many tributaries, with their deep ravines, tend to break up much of the 
country and make it too rough tor grain growing. These valleys and hillsides 
afford good grazing. Taken on the whole, this district is well adapted to mixed 
farming and ranching. The snowfall is light, and the Chinook winds keep the 
hillsides bare nearly all winter, making it possible for stock to graze out. 

The district is still remote from markets and civilization, but several families 
have recently located there, being attracted by the bracing climate and the 
fertility of the soil. With the extension of railways and development of the many 
resources of the upper Peace river regions, this section may be expected to be 
rapidly settled. 

Hudson Hope. 


Hudson Hope is located on Peace river near the westerly limit of the Peace 
River Block. It is the gateway from the great plains to the mountain regions, 
being at the foot of Rocky Mountain canyon, where the river bursts through 
from the foothills to pursue its placid course beyond. In early days a trading 
post called ‘‘ Rocky Mountain House’? was located at the upper end of the 
canyon. This was replaced by a post at the foot of the canyon, about which two 
other trading posts and a few scattered buildings have sprung up. These con- 
stitute the present Hudson Hope. Steamboats ply up and down during the 
open season from the town of Peace River, some 229 miles, and there is con- 
siderable travel by canoe from Fort George. This route, by canoe and portage, 
+s about 322 miles. A wagon road, some 14 miles in length, leads past the canyon 
to the upper waters of the Peace, which are navigable for steamers. Various 
‘trails lead out to the haunts of the trapper and prospector, for this district is rich 
in fur and has wonderful mineral possibilities. Great deposits of coal are known 
to exist above the canyon, and indications of various precious metals are in 
evidence. . ; 

On the plateaus on both sides of the river there is considerable good agri- 
cultural land. The soil is sandy loam, and the surface is gently rolling and 
lightly wooded. A trail leads south 18°miles to Moberly lake, where there is 
some excellent soil and luxuriant pasture. This lake is filled with whitefish. 
There is an Indian reserve at,each end of it, but very few white settlers. 

A number of homesteads have been located about the post, and a iew along 

the river flats between the post and Fort St. John. On these flats the land is 
excellent and very heavy yields of grain and vegetables are harvested every 
year. ; . 
Hudson Hope is now provided with telegraphic service, the Edmonton- 
Peace River government telegraph line having recently been extended through 
to it. It holds a very strategic position, and may become an important point 
when this part of the territory is developed, but at present is well in advance of 
settlement and does not warrant any boom. 
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Vegetables grown in Peace River Valley. 





S.S. D. A. Thomas at Peace River. 
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Fort Vermilion. 


The last great area of virgin plains still remaining practically untouched by 
the tide of settlement which is sweeping over other portions of the Peace river 
district lies away to the north around the old trading post ot Fort Vermilion. 
Last to receive its share of this human tide, and yet first to let the world know of 
its riches and possibilities, this primitive post still stands guard in the heart of a 
vast solitude which will soon echo with the busy life of thousands of homes. 
Beautifully situated on the low, broad valley oi the Peace, where the waters are 
wide and placid and the high steep bluffs have given way to gently sloping banks 
scarcely higher than the valley itself, the quaint cluster of buildings stands out in 
-bold relief and presents an inspiring front. 

The simple daily routine of duties, the quiet methodical trading-post 
customs, the little groups of Indians loitering about the post, or the flutter of 
excitement when the steamboat whistle is heard, give the traveller a pleasant 
elimpse of that life so closely associated with the early settlement of the west, 
when the trader was monarch of all he surveyed. Located about 250 miles 
north of the town of Peace River, cut off from the outside world except for 
steamboat service during a few summer months, and with its interest focused on 
the fur trade of its own great district, the little post has lived its own life and 
retained its simple customs far from the stress and worry of greater centres. The 
dawn of a new era is just approaching, but the transition will be rapid. 

About the post are clustered the Hudson’s Bay buildings, including a 
modern 50-barrel roller flour mill, steam driven and electric lighted, and a saw 
and shingle-mill; the Roman Catholic mission; to the east the English Church 
mission; to the western end of the flat the new post of the Peace River Trading 
Company; and on the opposite side of the river at North Vermilion, Revillon’s 
post. A few scattered farms are being worked, the missions and Indians culti- 
vating some choice land. Aside from these only a few settlers, about half a dozen, 
are on the land. Two striking farms, a few miles up river, the Lawrence tate 
Lawrence Point and the Jones farm at Stoney Point, have for twenty years been 
producing all varieties of grains and vegetables. For over a quarter of a century, 
wheat has been raised about the post, and the possibilities of the district have 
long since been established. 

For 150 miles along the river, from Carcajou to Vermilion chutes, and 
extending 25 or 30 miles on either side, lies one of the most fertile plains of the 
American continent. The surface is level or gently rolling, and the soil is a rich 
deep loam on a sandy clay subsoil. Many hay meadows are found, and a small 
percentage of the surface is light muskeg. A few sandy ridges occur, usually 
covered with jack pine. Much of this area is prairie, but the predominating 
feature is its park-like nature. Bluffs and small clumps of poplar and birch, 
with patches of open prairie intervening, or extensive prairies with occasional 
small poplars scattered singly here and there, is the prevailing nature of the 
surface. 

Spruce and heavier poplar and cottonwood are found along the waterways. 
Willow, alder, and other bushes are found on low land but are not as plentiful as 
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in the Edmonton district. Building logs, fencing material, and fuel can be found 
within easy distance of any location, while the shelter for stock obtained from the 
light woods is an advantage the bald prairie does not possess. Most of the land 
requires but little clearing, and the soil is remarkably easy to break. The 
choicest park lands comprise over a million acres, while another two million 
acres of excellent land will require but little clearing to fit it for cultivation. 
There still remain several million acres of good land, fairly easy to clear or drain, 
and which, when brought under cultivation, will give excellent returns. 

The luxuriant growth of all vegetation, and the rapidity with which it 
matures, seem remarkable considering the latitude of the district, Fort Vermilion 
being in latitude 58° 25’ north. The altitude, however, is low, being about one 
thousand feet above sea-level, which offsets, to a certain extent, the northern 
latitude. ‘The length of day during the summer season also hastens vegetation, 
the summers, though short, having almost continual daylight. Summer frosts 
and hail are very rare, and crop failures from any cause are unknown. 


The Dominion Government has established an experimental station under 
the immediate supervision and on the farm of Mr. Robt. Jones at Stoney Point, 
and during the past eight years extensive tests have been made to determine the 
degree of success which could be obtained with various cereals, forage plants, 
fruits, and vegetables under normal conditions. The results have been most 
gratifying. On the Sheridan Lawrence farm a stone flour-mill has been in 
operation for over twenty years, and a roller mill has been lately installed. 
Flour made from wheat grown in this district has been supplied to the northern 
trade continuously, and great quantities were disposed of to the Klondike miners 
during the rush of 98. A shipment of 9,000 bushels of wheat was made from the 
Lawrence farm to Fort William in the spring of 1917, and created wide interest. 
The long haul and high freight rates were overcome by the high price prevailing 
at that time. This is not a normal condition, however, and until railway 
facilities are provided for shipping the grain, this district must find its markets 
nearer home. The northern trade, rapidly expanding, will provide markets for 
many years to come. 

While the district is exceptionally well adapted to wheat growing, it is also 
well suited to stock raising and mixed farming. Keeping in view the market 
possibilities, it should prove an excellent field for mixed farming, dairying, and 
small cattle ranches. The Keg river valley contains thousands of acres of the 
finest grazing lands to be found anywhere. The Hay river valleys, Hay Lake 
prairies, and Buffalo Head hills also contain much excellent grazing land. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company have outposts at Red River, a few miles below 
Vermilion chutes, at Hay river and Keg river, and also a warehouse at Carcajou. 
Revillon Fréres have outposts at Hay river and Keg river, with a warehouse at 
Carcajou. The Peace River Trading Company also has an outpost at Hay river, 
which is reached by a wagon road running about 100 miles north-westerly from 
Fort Vermilion. The fur trade at this outpost is very extensive, it being the 
chief trading centre of the Slavey tribe of Indians, whose hunting grounds extend 
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from Hay lakes to Great Slave lake. Between this post and Great Slave lake are 
found the wonderful Alexander Falls, whose height and beauty rival the mighty 
Niagara. 

Westerly from the post, a pack trail leads about 75 miles up stream to the 
Hay lakes. About these lakes lies an extensive plain, level and fertile, and 
producing yearly hundreds of thousands of tons of hay. Much of this area, 
however, is low and wet and subject to annual flooding, which renders it unfit for 
grazing the year round. Along the wagon road from Fort Vermilion to Hay | 
River post for the first 50 miles, is found the finest wheat land one could wish to 
see, Buffalo Prairie being a particularly beautiful stretch of country. The 
divide between the Peace and Hay watersheds is high and stony, and stony land 
is also found for the remainder of the distance to Hay River post, but it is covered 
with a luxuriant growth of wild hay and peavine. It is well watered, and would 
make an excellent ranching district. The Watt mountains lie immediately to the 
west, and are well wooded. 


A good wagon road leads from Fort Vermilion to Keg River post, and from 
the post to the bank of the Peace at Carcajou. Along this road the land is 
exceptionally good. A little heavy bush is encountered, and many large hay 
meadows are seen where the Beaver Indians make hay for their horses. For 30 
miles before reaching the post the road runs through one of the finest ranching 
valleys to be found anywhere, covered with peavine waist high, watered by a 
good strong stream, and sheltered by woods on either side. Thousands of cattle 
could graze out here the year round. 7 


From Keg River post a pack trail runs to Battle or Notikewin river from 
whence it is widened out again to make a wagon road to the town of Peace River. 
Steps are being taken to cut out this last section of pack trail so as to give a 
wagon road from Peace River to Fort Vermilion. 


South and east of Fort Vermilion, numerous trails lead across the great 
stretches of beautiful rolling land extending to the Buffalo Head hills and the 
Wabiskaw river, where rich grazing lands and valuable timber areas are found. 


This great district has wonderful possibilities and a delightful climate. At 
present it is difficult of access, except in summer time, and cut off from other 
sections of the Peace River District and the outside world. It is reasonable to 
expect that within a short time a good wagon road from Peace River will be 
provided. With a mail and stage service operating on this road the year round, 
this objection will be removed to a large extent. Railway explorers have been 
looking over various routes into the district, and even beyond, as far as Great 
Slave lake. No doubt in time steel will be laid through the district, but this 
cannot be depended upon as an immediate move. 


The following tables prepared from data supplied by the Director of 
Experimental Farms speak more forcibly of the possibilities of the Fort Vermilion 
district than mere words:— 
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EXPERIMENTAL Station, Fort Vermilion, 1917. 


1. Result of Grain Tests.* 
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No. days. bushels 
Variety. Date sown. Date cut. maturing. per acre. 
Wheat. 
(ace oT 4 BiS Oe SIM TEN Maye 32555) a5. IOUS. Layers 99 64 
MCUs esc corte te oe on tote NT) ee ane bea Mi ie ee 99 69 
PA CO TEN NG Sy en akties, re eens Ca tera ie Pele, See 99 62 
MEE LOCA tataiowe eiteie aha. 16 scauer ahahen o Ss aN tae ere LA, Mipsecrcoee 95 48 
ern CY Adee Ges | alc. Sas RRO ae Wet; Los eee 99 66 
Be eOD saenaneeear lis fic. Wetec stm “nak grace Nace he Pee 2nd Pee ee ea 99 66 
Barley 
PPR COG crane. 5. Fils acs ai ahs ‘Gade Kine aah se UES ab Bo eoraa August 14....... OZ 61 
Aire ii LOST es A aero) ee ng (7 Seana Soha enen, Pas ar ad 92 65 
[Ne SUSYRL ALON Sees RT eRe Se het ene MEY he nee EAC: eee ae Aa ea 0 Pea 92 7174 
Meeiaaia fic! HOUSE aes ee ce hey antes SDA stole, okie 92 96 
“Fir SSSA Wak of Sip oats Al a ae somes Aaa a SO ee 92 623 
Oats. 
DABoCl, no ie ate lay L2 wae. August 12... 92 $53 
Pee 11a Or Oe aia 2g fea a, ie Dae eet tt LA Er ate 92 125 
PDLOYCC LigOWOn. 55 sumtamneele satacwe eas) Wa dee 92 12843 
Bea) UY ou, ARI aS, = ar Pe rs a te Per ie Cp ee 88 81 
Beane. . eases prom etna ESCA how poe SLD See 92 100 
Bice kM esdacen ein vn tats a Oa Cra idee AA ek 2° 92 88 
Garson’s Regenerated Abund- 
AINE Gn ee tees a de tease hs ee pe ey a Sos WL Dees aes 92 150 
Peas. 
PNB Ue vie ee ccs Bide orets Pork a haley cxiiians NEA RO iin August: 1S ke ae 102 A473 
Peles ie 5 IE ister ey argucticass) «aides LerNG S/o pee os dams athe SR 102 45% 
Also spring rye. 60 bushels and flax 21 bushels per acre. 
cate Ve a i ea Da, Os RE 


*Director of Experimental Farms, Dept. Agriculture, Ottawa. 
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List of produce successfully grown in open field under normal conditions without use of green- 
house or irrigation, 1917.* 








Product. 


Remarks. 





ADpleSiin yer dtropcmaeis acces © eee open emt 


Alfa lfacs. onl eas Uo OG. ene Ser) ee ere 
Beans sicts sc Geneae ie tac parr ee ec ee 
BOGtS. ica arg cata erhalten eee ee 
Brussels Sprouts. fcnje sce ee eae ee eee ean eee eee 
Brome: Grass. piiey ius eine trae ea ate a Rt eee a 
Celery duce supe See ie eae em one ae ee ee 
Canary’ Grasses av cee Sonera et wee eee 
Carrotsy 6, degra ees On eee Dene ne 


Cabbawerc “ace esae ens ie Fok Ree ke oh a 
CatliflGwerstt age eras o ble cue ae ee 
CUPL ATES se ote oes OE eed Le ee eee i 


Cherries tye hes. esc: i ate daa eee ae SS a 
EI GWERSt elas soa 5 ttc LO ee ole Oe Ce 


PALS Fr .2 eerie ool ane atest Ge a 
Parsley syw-cs: tues shill cidbo eather en a 
Bumpkinsy 3: 27000 a 602 omen ete wee ee eee 
POLAEOOE Bs. jsuia tien As oe ee 


Bt Dar Be caches 5+ acces eee eee ee ee ete 
Raspberries: ci. :o 2Ab coe ee eee ee 
Rye Giass i055 ia.s2 «0 teen oe ete ee ee ne 
CURSE! ois Saws teil Cotene. Reet ene ne a ee 
hrabee gro) Bisa asi spew ica ae eee nee 


ue -@) eine, Ue) be hie) fe, Pet 'S ei feria) Ue. ie en @ tae er levre ke) ver ue Oe) louie: Meir él sy 1, Wel telite halal nat ta 


POPUMACH 005s ate.eler tierce eee She toned om hot tee ae ene ee 
Sugar beets ih). DHE. kar geet See ee eee 
Oma toes Jno oc Si eycks «tee ee, Ae aes oe ae 


TEL ULNY ore 2n..0.8'5: tem Ws eusete seh cope eens tee ean Pe 








In use end of May. 
Crab trees bearing; also 1 Robin, several 
varieties young trees. 
Over 4 tons per acre. 
Several varieties all matured. 
Excellent crop. 
“e 


A heavy crop. 

Weight 10 lbs. per dozen. 

4 tons per acre. 

Several varieties. Heavy yield. 

Heavy yield, green. Did not ripen. 

Sweet table corn fully matured. Field 
and ensilage yielded up to 70 tons 
per acre. 

Very fine samples. 

‘ 


Black, red and white, 23 varieties in all. 
Excellent yields. 
Young trees. 
76 varieties blooming. 
and luxuriant. 
A good yield. 
A heavy crop. 
6 


Very beautiful 


ce 


Fully matured. 
Several varieties. 
per acre. 
Table and field peas. 

Very early. 

Doing well. 

Two varieties yielded well. 

A heavy crop. 

Fully matured. 

A beautiful array of ornamental and 
flowering shrubs. 

A heavy crop. 

Excellent yield. 


Yield up to 450 bus. 


Excellent crops. 


A heavy crop. 

Could be ripened if plants were started 
in greenhouse. 

Heavy yield. 

A heavy crop. 

Fully matured.- 





*Supt. Experimental Station, Fort Vermilion. 
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46 The Peace River District. 
Publications and Information Available. 


The Government of Canada and the provincial Governments of Alberta and 
British Columbia offer all reasonable inducements and assistance to encourage 
the development of the Great Peace River District. Progressive steps have been 
taken to open it up by establishing lines of communication and transportation on 
land and river, and by building roads and bridges. Telegraph, telephone, and 
mail service keep it in touch with the older parts of the country. Law and order 
are rigidly enforced and maintained, and life and property efficiently protected. 
Educational and social advantages are provided. Advice and assistance is given 
the homesteader in the choice of his location, the methods of farming his land and 
the securing of his live stock. Crown lands are given free to homesteaders on 
complying with easy conditions; minerals may be staked and recorded on pay- 
ment of small fees; and, generally speaking, he who assists in the development 
of the country may reap his own reward. The resources are there, and the 
district offers them to bona fide settlers who will make their homes there and 
become citizens of the Great Empire of which this corner is but a small part. To 
those who are willing to faithfully undertake a few years of pioneering, the 
opportunities for success are indeed promising. 


Various useful maps and publications are available for free distribution, in 
addition to copies of official regulations relating to the disposal of resources. 


When writing for maps the applicant should endeavour to state specifically 
the scope which it is desired such maps should cover. Requests for information 
concerning any particular locality should be made to the local Agent of Dominion 
Lands. For information of a general character, maps, and particulars of the 
regulations governing the disposal of Dominion lands, timber berths, grazing 
leases, mineral rights, water-powers and irrigation schemes, applicants should 
address the Natural Resources Intelligence Branch, Department of the Interior, 
Ottawa. This branch will, where necessary, refer without delay queries requiring 
the special attention of any other office to the proper authorities. Reports of the 
Experimental Stations at Fort Vermilion and Beaverlodge, and general inform- 
ation pertaining to agriculture, are available from the Director, Experimental 
Farms, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. The Deputy Minister, Mines 
Department, Ottawa, should be addressed for reports relating to mineralogy and 
geology. 

Particulars of provincial legislation affecting the district, game regulations, 
schools and other matters controlled by the local governments, are to be obtained 
on application to the Publicity Commissioner, Edmonton, Alta., or in the case of 
British Columbia to. the Provincial Bureau’ ot Intornmations eV ictoriayeb, ©: 
Additional sources of information are shown on the following table :— 
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TABLE of Miscellaneous Information. 








Subject. Apply to. 


Freight and Passenger Rates and Timetable E.D. & B.|/The Twin City Transfer Co. Agents E.D. 
C. Railway and Central Canada Railway. & B.C. Ry. Edmonton, Alberta. 


Smmripoat kates andalime Table. oc oi iene tam a The Transportation Mgr. Peace River 


Development Corporation, Peace 
River, Alberta. 


The Transportation Mgr. Hudson’s Bay 
Company, Peace River, Alberta. 


Peace River Navigation Co., Ltd., Peace 
River, Alberta. 


Information re business opportunities.................|/The Secretary, The Board of Trade, 
Peace River, Alberta, or Spirit 
River, Alberta, or Grande Prairie, 
Alberta. 


Information ve Homesteads open in a particular town-|The Agent of Dominion Lands in whose 
ship. district the township lies. 
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